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L1 Jemnvesy 1966

Hond Cometrustion end Tredl Iuprowesent in Laos Suring 1959

Fhe grestest construstion sfiort o Lass Swing 1965 ocowrred In south-
mwm Loos wbere over 300 milse of roed sed 159 miles of teprevved gﬁmﬂ@
#6Gea Yo the salsting supply routes from Borth %0 South Vielnas,
“hrnagh trock draffie i sow possible, fn dry veatley from ¥ Gie Psee on
rouse 12 &t the Laos/Borth Vietooe border w0 the Tavtles Sovder sdipoent
&mm “ueng Bam sié Cueng o Proviboes of Pouth Vielmam, deuch of
it By road netuork Is es expension sa8 wpgreding of the existing treil
mw ihe masisility of faterdistivg Ybe supply rowtes in baos ueed by
’GQM M ¢ L made conaiGerebly move E1ffisuit with the adtition
uE iagw ' rostes 1o %@w@aﬂ& mﬁ ﬁgmmﬁtm cadres and
Ioeally cosssripted labor morsaver, setings to rapiily regslc bomh dnmnge

L. I isos & teuckeble route 15 sy roed or tradl wide enous Lo
leus dtagraphy shovz it %o ho owrgrown Sad i ddouse. During the mo B,
Wms &re Larsly parsable Yeohuse bhosvy roine csuse the rosd surfuces
5 &mﬁm@m rapidly, Aevial ghotography bhowever, hus shown vehiclies or

WWMWWWMM A1) the now ronds,

Gvirage 18-15 feet {o wvidth sad hove & satural eerth suefees, Tn Plecas vhare
w mm capgarslis o lngzing roode i1 the W0,  Inprovesents on tralls,
umsliy sveragiag 6-0 fewt fn width, fnolude realigment, end leveling the
smefgen of rubted sections v £111. Bridges on both rosds and tralle, where
Shey exlst, are tisber structiows Bub wont stroums sre forded. The foot tratl
wrowgh the Destlitarized int i &g ntwn pereosnsl lafiltretion
bty dlapovate lsprovesents with many sev stwrow Weideos over
stresms end dand paile along s siseper grades W igpe ovar

2. e mupply reute systen has bewn ineressed medsly Ly the additlon of
roeds extending @stuard from & zadn sorth/sonth srtery %0 & systen of tralls
wRa% contioue foto Touth Vietoss. Routes 92 sed 96, thevmoin sorth/south
krierios, stroteh nowth for 1A% miles Pyom g A% leawt & rosde ex.
tond ot from these 2 reutes. The only mejor yomd consteuctlon L
W;M mgggl;gu ik %a %ﬂm o mute BY extending froa 23
mmu Mm Bt Tehepons longth of ek pepmen or improved

Loom.
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Boute Angth {in slatute miles)
gir Bk
Fortbfuouth arteries

gg {Souths from Huons Mosg)

Rentward Connectors

355 (Chawsne 1o border treils) 34

Chavene - Boute i6 (Partislly
traila)® &0
1€ (aktopeu to border) 84
The length of imgroved tredls st the isos/Vietnen border are e follows:
- loestion Langth (s statute miles)

Route 21 - I 15
Bast o m 5
Beet of 223 10
Zast sod South of 1685 ]

,ﬁy« mw s&a mﬂr@i@ for rond constrvety

W m&mﬂm w ia Bome

ama M im’}; :.tn @xmmm i thie type of sonetructlion .
mﬂ;mmmmmxmmmm York ia done with hand |
mh%%w%ww 2220 In uwse io bewl gravel v ldterite for yosd sure
m&mmw&g of poutes g1 m&%, Mrialmmmmww Tow

m wmwmm

&, Besides nev resd construstion, the Cimmuniets made sontinons sfforts
&aﬁm 1965 4o Teep the rouds, mmiatﬁ, %wm and teeile open by e«
m WMW&&M&W%W Mms:

,M_:mw | |vese repeived fa sbout & wonth. Daring P
RCwber wodlies vers TeUn vepeiring Toad Saange ﬂm routs 12 west of the
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Jumatlan with roxte 23, They slso rebullt bridges along rowte 23 nowih of
i1ts Junetion with voute %13 durisg Saptesher snd Oetpher. Sietierly, the
Laon/Borth Vietnes border covsuivgd ub routes By 1, wnd § sre contiouelly
rapaired after Dowd fSemoge. Oomsvniet trochk trefPilc comtimues on waute 1D
thromgh the ¥u Gla Peas altbough ihis cholepotnt is bembed regulerly. It
kas been olosed inteemitiently hus post strike shotograghy contiaues o0 show
veliole tracks wesvieg Iin sad ont of the bomh wraters.

3. Beporis from the Mo Ola Pass vielnity clals thet tvo sewly constructed
bypsssen sist Both orth sud south of this chokepolid bub nelther Doe been
to 1Be border from voute 2% theough the village of Den Youne
vhereas U northarn route sxtesds fron route 13 is Movih Vieles Dito e
Ban Teuny B & - Peotography of 7 and 17 Deceslber show
& ponsible Tgpaon @ Bu Ods in Leos peavellsl o rouls 1P snd within 2 km of it

o the shot, The proxtmity of ihin byyass to the Mu Ols Pees chokepoimt

 Inkardiotion by serial

howrver, wmehes 1t equally susoeptivie to perios

&,  The Berth Vistrameue sppasently consider Mu 01s 7ece the most fwpor-
tant bordey erossing ip thetr supply line south bevsuse of the repid spd epn-
tlseed restoretlon OF bridges sad fords along rowtes In North Vietues eadine
W 1t They coutimue o ropalr boah demage and mafotain route 15 batuwen
¥ioh eud Mo Gle Pess. A sakeshifs raflrosd spiog pert of the sbandornd Vish.
Bong Bel Iine porallel to voule 15 sleo is Repd Lo operetion.

7. Bomsvous szsaples huve sppepred dn recent photogessty of oonsiisradbis
sffort belng sxeried by the Suvmeunists to faprove dhelr aystes of supply
routes 4o Gouth Vietusa. The sueduenylog of sweapy sestlons an routes 23/91
and the aortlevs pert #f 92 In leow shov that the Cumpmiste sre teying o use
these roado ot year tound. Cordapyioz Lroives the swelaelng of & resd with
bound aad anchorad ssplings or logs, soetioss vith & sand cover to give »
spoviler vidlug swrface. Oz 18 wmiles of route 52 south from Bom Dung, new
timder dridges end rond wealigmmat bpww besn soapleted along with esrduroying.
& oew wlsbay Sridge bas bren constreeted on route 23 snd pver i miles of corfu-
oy sarfuce bes Loen ocumpleted on BT sovth of bridgs. Yhen new construstion
wes flret sedn alang route $11, covdwroying wos usder way. Other svess along
the supply routs mee vediubtedly sliso beiog wperedsd o provide grester use of
this vind wyston. '

8. he ecpstruction of mlternste roules in Isos Suring 1955 will mubke
Asterdiction by serial boubing of the sugply liues 4o Soath Vietoom cossiday-
shly move AlfPlexlt. Route 9-911 cap aob Be dp sitersete to route 23 which
provicuely was the only 4lmeet route south Prew 12 0 9 in eseters faos. ot
bypeaces ballt along pavie of 23 and 92 oa sed &s altarnaies tov the main route,
Uee of the Je Eong viver for o supply lins vould be jusreased 1F sections
G2 and 56 sre foterdicted. Any of spperons fvalls Ak the Ieon/South Vietoas
hovder enct of routes 922, 165, sud 16 con be wsed wb altevaelives Tor po
traffle 10 the cast. '
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e The pednte post susteptible to lusardiction Yy serial bosbing will
wpbinge to b the brifges, shokepsinte, traok perks, sisging sreas, oad the
slorage soste, Dagtrusiion of suy feprovemsnd work swh as corduroying sleo
will comtelbute o dlsewpiicns aod the sloviag doum of supply wovenants.

Trock papks snd alomgs srens sxizt &b the osptern aad of snch route extend-
g to the Douih Vietrmmese border. Begelar bowbing of thess trsnslgeding
srd stovspe wointe would forae the Commmndsts to #tep up sevemenis of supplies
pnd congte ‘%ﬁsmzmmm slong the supply vowbe. Desides the bopbing of dridgse
along those rorly, zn enpbeasis upon e Junstlons vheve the yoade sutesding
wiat connaot 1o the morth/south roads would pectly hloek tracks Trom getting
1o the wenslvading sraes st e bordsy. The Sorih Vietnausne Dovever, have
ghove gremt efPort and dotereioation o keep thelr Linse of cosmuaiontioy
open ond wwselre along suply %imss theough Taos will wadadbiedly e carcied
ot vith slmiler wrgeney.

Ateekwonk:
#. Beyredused sytilols
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